A word from Schalk
February 2021

Hi Everyone,
Warm Greetings!
I have a question for you: How have you grown in

your faith in the past 6 months?
I have discovered that the spiritual principle at work in all of us is that either faith
grows in us or we are sliding away from God. We cannot maintain the status quo.
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The writer to the Hebrews stresses the importance of faith in our lives: “Without
faith it is impossible to please God.” (Heb 11:6)
So how do we grow in faith? Paul gives us some guidance.
“Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your
faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with
thankfulness.” Col 2: 7

Two points I want to make:
A. How to grow in faith:
i. Let your roots grow down into Him. This refers to the actual depth of your daily
encounter with Jesus. There is no short cut or skimming on the surface to this
encounter – it either is or it is not.
ii. Let your lives be built on Him. This refers to allowing Christ, by His Spirit, to shape
and bend your life towards the holy by submitting your will to God’s will. The
Covenant Prayer invites us to pray, “I am no longer my own, but Yours. Put me to
what You will,..”
B. How to know that we are growing in faith:

i. Then, your faith will grow in the truth you were taught. This is the fruit of
righteousness (living in the direction of the holy).
ii. And you will overflow with
thankfulness. This is the fruit of
gratitude and joy.
We will know that we are growing in
faith if there is growing evidence of
the fruit of righteousness (living in the
direction of the holy), gratitude and
joy in our lives.
So, how is your growing in faith
going?
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Looking Ahead

Our annual sign up for small groups for 2021 will close on 14 Feb 2021. Small groups is God’s way to provide us
with a ‘family’ for the purpose of belonging, of being cared for, learning and for an opportunity to care for
others. All are invited to participate.
Lent 2021
Shrove Tuesday congregational (all-ages) meal will be at the church at 6:00 pm on Tues 16 Feb
2021. Pancakes will be provided, but you need to bring your own filling—sweet or spicy. Please
note that COVID rules apply for safe distancing and not sharing meals.
The Ash Wednesday service will be held at 6:00 pm on Wed 17 Feb 2021 at the church. Again, COVID rules apply
in that we won’t physically be using ash to make the sign of the cross on our foreheads.
Focus on The Gospel of John.
Our Lenten sermon series is simply entitled JESUS and is a study of the Gospel of John from Chap 1 (Sun 21
Feb) till Chapter 20 (Easter Sun 4 Apr).
This will be followed by a sermon series entitled THE RESURRECTED JESUS APPEARS TO PEOPLE and will
focus on the Gospel of John Chap 20 (11 Apr) till Chap 21 (9 May).
I invite you to join me on this journey by reading the Gospel of John devotionally during these two preaching
seasons. You might want to read a few verses each day or do it in greater chunks.

Unless otherwise committed, small groups are also invited to focus on the Gospel of John during this period.
My hope is that our engagement with the Gospel of John through preaching, devotional reading and small group
life will deepen our knowledge of Jesus and our love for Him.
Holy Week. 28 March to 4 April 2021.
6:00 pm on 1 April Maundy Thursday Service
8:00 am on 2 April Good Friday Service
6:00 pm on 3 April Easter Saturday Remembrance Service (to be confirmed)
8:00 am and 9:30 am on 4 April Easter Sunday Services
Much love to you all.

Blessings

